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COUNCIL CHAIR MAYOR OF TULSA

Warmest Greetings,

It’s an honor and a pleasure to serve 
as chair for the third time on the 
Tulsa City Council. As a public servant 
for the citizens of Tulsa, this has by 
far been one of the most rewarding 
experiences of my life.

I grew up in a small, bustling town 
once called Dawson that was annexed 
into Tulsa in 1948. I knew Tulsa was a 
special place that would thrive, but 
Tulsa has far surpassed my wildest 
dreams. I never imagined Tulsa would 
have a downtown baseball stadium and a state-of-the-art arena, 
along with many other amenities. Now, Tulsa is looking forward to an 
iconic pedestrian bridge over the Arkansas River and the world-class 
public park that is the Gathering Place, a generous gift to our city 
from the George Kaiser Family Foundation.

I’ve been privileged to be involved with community improvements 
from the first Vision 2025 third-penny sales tax package to the 
recent Vision Tulsa tax-extension package. These programs cover 
everything from economic development and public infrastructure 
to capital improvements and public safety. Significant, progressive 
changes were made in Tulsa as a result of these public improvement 
packages and I’m immensely pleased to be a part of it.

Tulsa is home to historic Route 66, which in my opinion is one of the 
most promising Vision 2025 capital improvement projects. Vision 
Tulsa also allocated funding to promote tourism along this route. 
Visitors from all over the globe visit Tulsa every year to get a glimpse 
of the Mother Road, and I look forward to seeing it come to fruition.

Investing locally and connecting internationally has Tulsa primed for 
economic growth. As an entrepreneur, I’m pleased that Tulsa is still 
a safe haven for mom-and-pop businesses, which is a generator for 
Tulsa’s continued success.

This year, I’m eager to work side-by-side with Mayor G.T. Bynum 
to help promote his innovative strategies and forward-thinking 
approaches to galvanize Tulsa to become more competitive with 
other top cities.

Tulsa is a diverse city, and as we further work toward cohesion and 
resiliency, I can’t wait to see how our citizens and neighborhoods 
thrive. I’m looking forward to Tulsa’s unrelenting success.

It’s Tulsa’s time to shine!

David Patrick Chairperson, Tulsa City Council

G.T. Bynum, Mayor of Tulsa

Tulsa’s Spirit of High Expectations

All across our great community are the 
energizing sights and sounds of a city on 
the move. We’re focused on completing 
Vision and economic development 
projects that will be a game changer for 
how our city will look in the next five 
years. So, what makes Tulsa a world-class 
city? Our people.

In 2016, the citizens of Tulsa came 
together to approve an $884 million 
Vision sales tax renewal package. With 
that vote of confidence, we rolled up our 

sleeves and set out to fulfill our Vision plans to benefit all parts of our 
city—north, south, east, and west.

We asked citizens to dream big and help us decide what a new 
pedestrian bridge should look like. After receiving more than 300 
submissions and 14,000 comments on our finalists, The Gateway 
Bridge will serve as an iconic centerpiece along the Arkansas River and 
complement the neighboring Gathering Place.

Vision Tulsa sales tax dollars helped make Sunday bus service a reality, 
offering citizens access to public transportation on the weekend—the 
first time in Tulsa Transit’s history. Aero, the official name for Tulsa’s 
enhanced Bus Rapid Transit Line service, will serve as a premium public 
transit service to connect Tulsans to jobs, educational opportunities, and 
destinations along Peoria Avenue and downtown.

And finally, we broke ground on our first new Vision Tulsa project to 
begin construction: Tulsa’s Air National Guard Mission Training Center 
will be completed by the end of 2018. Using $9.4 million in Vision 
funds, the 20,000-sq.-ft. Mission Training Center will feature four flight 
simulators offering realistic combat training for fighter pilots. The 138th 
Fighter Wing in Tulsa will be the first Air National Guard unit in the 
country to receive this cutting-edge technology and serve as a regional 
facility.

Tulsa is experiencing a great boon of economic development. It’s exciting 
to know we’ve had more corporate relocation visits in the first quarter of 
2017 than in all of 2016.

The Greenheck Group, a Wisconsin-based manufacturer of air movement, 
control, and conditioning equipment will build a new campus to serve 
the central and southern U.S. markets. Ingredion, Inc. will soon open a 
shared service center in downtown to house select finance activities for 
their U.S. and Canadian operations. Both companies credit Tulsa’s skilled 
and stable workforce, affordable real estate, and strong community 
culture for playing a key role in their decision to locate here.

Exciting new venues in North Tulsa, such as the Osage Nation’s $150 
million casino and hotel, will increase access to quality jobs and spur 
other business in the community. USA BMX will make their national 
headquarters here, bringing a high-flying Olympic sport and its national 
audience into the Greenwood District.

Looking ahead, we see increased growth plans from across multiple 
sectors of the city’s existing industry as companies make major 
investments and expand their Tulsa facilities and workforce. Activity will 
only increase here as businesses and skilled talent realize the potential 
Tulsa offers.

All of our efforts are helping to make Tulsa the best place to live, work, 
and raise a family. Together, we’re building a world-class city that will 
benefit us both now and for future generations.
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TULSA REGIONAL CHAMBER TULSA GLOBAL ALLIANCE

Tulsa is a city that inspires. It inspires 
investment. It inspires tourism. It inspires 
exploration, invention, and engagement. 
And, as we are increasingly seeing, Tulsa 
inspires other cities hoping to generate 
the same level of energy and excitement 
that we experience on a daily basis.

Tulsa is many things to many people. 
Tulsa is vibrant, offering a diverse mix of 
architecture, activities, and events—from 
arts and music to food and theatre. 
From $1.5 billion in public and private 
investment in downtown, to quality of 
life improvements like the $400 million 
Gathering Place river development, to marquee venues such as the 
BOK Center and ONEOK Field, our community is one our children and 
grandchildren will want to live in.

Tulsa is also active. Our citizens enjoy outdoor spaces like Guthrie Green 
and Turkey Mountain, and they compete in events like the Tulsa Run and 
Tulsa Tough. Our city makes it easy to walk, bike, and run or to simply 
relax and soak up the sun.

Tulsa is creative. Our citizens pursue opportunities to push the envelope 
and expand the knowledge base. Tulsa’s creative thinkers are busy 
today imagining the jobs of tomorrow in fields such as computer 
science, aerospace, health care, and the arts.

Tulsa is also entrepreneurial. Our citizens like nothing better than to 
find a better way or a new solution. From our earliest days, we have 
been pioneers, and that pioneering spirit continues today in places such 
as The Forge, the Chamber’s business incubator; 36 Degrees North, a 
co-working space funded in part by the Chamber; and the Chamber’s 
own Small Business Connection, Northeast Oklahoma’s leading network 
for connecting small businesses with the tools to grow in a competitive 
global market.

Tulsa is family-friendly. Our attractions—including our markets, parks, 
and amusements—appeal to young and old alike, making it easy for the 
entire family to enjoy our city. Tulsa is a great place to visit a fair, take in 
an outdoor concert, and splash in the water, no matter what your age.
And last but not least, Tulsa is historic. From our treasure trove of Art 
Deco architecture to iconic Route 66, our city offers sights and sounds 
that will appeal to anyone interested in the history of our great land. We 
also have world-class museums—including Philbrook and Gilcrease—
that bring the history of our region, and of other regions, to life.

Suffice to say, Tulsa is as multi-faceted as its citizens, and we are certain 
that our best days are still ahead of us. Take a look—we believe you, 
too, will be inspired by Tulsa.

Tulsa Global Alliance (TGA) is excited 
and honored to be a part of Vision Tulsa 
2018. We are fully committed
to hosting international visitors, 
coordinating Sister City exchanges, 
promoting global education, and 
facilitating international business 
development. We have seen first-hand 
that building relationships between 
citizens from around the world is 
one of the greatest tools we have in 
strengthening our national security 
and economic prosperity. We firmly 
believe that citizen diplomacy, the 
idea that citizens have the right and 

responsibility to promote U.S. foreign relations one handshake and 
one host family at a time, is more important than ever, and we invite 
Tulsans to join us in building global community!

These are some of our successes in 2016-17:

Welcoming International Visitors to Northeastern Oklahoma

Two hundred eighty-six international visitors came to Tulsa, 
representing 72 countries, through the U.S. State Department 
International Visitor Leadership Program and other U.S. government-
funded programs, with a total economic impact of over $864,000. 
High school students from Brazil, Iraq, and Caribbean countries and 
energy professionals from 15 countries around the world are some of 
the people who paid visits to Tulsa.

Sister Cities Exchanges

On behalf of the City of Tulsa and its citizens, TGA coordinates 
exchanges and activities between Tulsa and our eight international 
Sister Cities. In 2017, TGA hosted exchange students from Amiens, 
France; Celle, Germany; Tiberias, Israel; Utsunomiya, Japan; and Beihai, 
China. Jazz musicians from Tiberias, Israel, visited Tulsa in May to 
perform at the Guthrie Green as part of SpiritBank’s International Jazz 
Festival. Runners from Tulsa’s Sister Cities participated in the 40th 
anniversary of the Tulsa Run, and organized a Walk Around the World 
event in downtown Tulsa on October 27, 2017, to honor the runners 
and raise awareness of our Sister Cities.

Opportunities for Businesses to Build Global Partnerships

TGA facilitates international business development by arranging 
opportunities for Oklahoma companies to meet business and 
government leaders from global trading partners. In 2017, TGA 
hosted receptions for local businesses to meet the Ambassador from 
Afghanistan to the United States, the Consul General of Canada in 
Dallas, and the Deputy Head of Mission from the Embassy of Israel in 
Washington.

Promoting Global Education

TGA provides opportunities to help children in Northeastern Oklahoma 
understand themselves and their opportunities in a global perspective. 
In 2017, TGA assisted 193 Tulsa school students and teachers with 
exchange programs. Tulsa-area children attended World in a Box Day 
on August 5, presented by TGA in partnership with the Tulsa Central 
Library. This event featured hands-on activities for children and 
families to learn about other countries.

Mike Neal President and CEO, Tulsa Regional Chamber

Bob Lieser, Vice President of Programs and Interim Director, Tulsa Global Alliance
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THE CAPITAL OF 
ROUTE 66

Route 66 has become a 
symbol for all endangered 
two-lane roads that were 

hijacked by the super slabs 
and turnpikes. The old road is a 
metaphor for America before our 
nation became generic and we 
lost our sense of place. Although 
we cannot get along without 
our superhighways, it is good to 
know Route 66 is still there as an 
alternative for those who value 
time and want to slow down 
and take the pulse of the land. I 
am a true son of Route 66, born 
and bred on the old road. I also 
am proud that the historic path 
remains America’s most beloved 
road and arguably the most 
famous highway in the world. 
Today, as an unprecedented 
revival of interest in the historic 

road continues, legions of travelers 
from around the world are finding 
that more than 85% of Route 66 
still can be traveled. They also are 
discovering that Oklahoma is the 
heart and soul of the Mother Road.

The 1990 publication of my 
award-winning bestseller, Route 
66: The Mother Road, has often 
been credited with sparking 
the resurrection of the historic 
highway. The revival increased 
even more when I joined with 
Pixar Studios to create Cars, the 
animated motion picture released 
in 2006, as well as the creation of 
“Cars Land” in Anaheim, California.

Today the Route 66 Alliance, 
a nonprofit organization that I 
co-founded, is working— with 
help from the City of Tulsa and 
a growing list of corporate and 

The massive East Meets West bronze 
sculpture by Texas artist Robert Summers, 

features Cyrus Avery 
and his family in a 
Ford Model T as they 
encounter a horse-
drawn carriage on its 
way from the West 
Tulsa oil fields.

R
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private sponsors—to create the 
Route 66 Experience, a complex 
perched above Cyrus Avery Plaza 
at the historic Arkansas River 
crossing in Tulsa—the place 
where “East meets West.”

The words “dream team” are 
often overused but not in this 
case. Headed up by Route 66 
Alliance Executive Director, 
Ken Busby, the team we have 
assembled is a stunning array 
of talent—bringing together 
critical thinkers, preservationists, 
historians, architects, builders, 
designers, futurists, artists, and 
private and corporate partners 
that are working as one to 
establish a remarkable landmark. 
The proposed Experience will 
act as a magnet for thousands 
of domestic travelers and 
international visitors, as well 
as the citizens of Tulsa and the 
region. Busby and Cyrus Stevens 
Avery II—grandson of “The Father 
of Route 66”—are reaching out to 
local, national, and international 
patrons and partners to achieve 
our goals.

The complex will fill a void that 
many of us have longed to fill 
for a long time. The old highway 
has needed an all-encompassing 
national- international home—a 
place for the Route 66 Alliance to 
serve as a central clearing house 
and hub of our vast information 
network for the entire road. The 
interpretive center with the 
other ingredients in this delicious 
concoction of built architecture, 
flavored with the interactive 

history, art, and culture of our land, 
will lure Mother Road travelers, 
especially visitors from abroad, to 
stop in Tulsa and spend more time 
in our city and this area. It also will 
serve our greater community and 
become a haven of interest and 
learning for young and old alike.

This is economic development 
at its very best. It puts vehicular 
traffic in our state, our county, 
and our city. They will no longer 
continue to get on the interstate 
and bypass Tulsa. They will enjoy 
everything we have to offer. This 
project is imperative to the future 
of the historic road and to our city. 
Both are experiencing great revival. 
Both deserve what we aim to 
deliver. Tulsa is the ideal location 
for the Route 66 Experience. The 
time has come to assume our city’s 
rightful place as the “Capital of the 
Mother Road.”

Today the Route 66 Alliance is working to create 
the Route 66 Experience, a complex perched 
above Cyrus Avery Plaza at the historic Arkansas 
River crossing in Tulsa.
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“There is nothing permanent except change.” - Heraclitus

ENTERTAINMENT

t’s a universal truth: 
Change is the one thing 
we can count on, and it 
brings with it the promise 

of hope. Change is growth and 
it can be painful and messy, but, 
when embraced, it brings possibility, 
progress, and promise.

And so it is with downtown areas 
across the United States that are 
changing out of necessity to be 
competitive; Tulsa’s downtown is no 
exception. You can see this change 
in every district within the current 
1.4-square-mile loop that defines our 
downtown area and in the districts 
that reach beyond the loop, 
branching out in every direction, 
each with its own personality, each 
with its vision of the future.

Look up and see a new crane in the 
air, moving materials. Look up and 
see a new building growing out 
of a surface lot. Look up and see 
an historic gem finding its original 
brilliance as it is carefully restored 
and polished for a new purpose. It 
is in that moment we can see that 
change is the promise of innovation 
and progress.

In fact, without innovative, forward-
thinking men and women we may 
still be a small cow town; we would 
not have some of the things we 
hold great pride in today. Our Art 

Deco architecture was the most 
progressive form of architecture of 
its time and our city leaders and our 
citizens knew we also must reach 
to the sky to stay competitive with 
cities to the east and west. Arts 
and new cultures were introduced 
to Tulsa, and we saw the birth of 
the Old Lady on Brady and Cain’s 
Ballroom.

We saw trolley cars, newspapers, 
retail, dining, and glorious hotels 
that attracted stars from all 
across our country. That growth 
continued, bringing us a performing 
arts center and one of the tallest 
buildings in the State of Oklahoma. 
We saw tourism; we saw a magic 
city that grew from the banks of 
the Arkansas River. During the 
last decade, this spirit has found 
renewal, and we enjoy a new 
generation focused on progress.

At the heart of our renaissance is a 
list of new and upcoming projects 
to our downtown and surrounding 
districts. In fact, so much is 
happening, we don’t have space to 
list all the many changes coming our 
way.

Find the latest information on 
all additions to downtown at 
downtowntulsaok.org.

The Blue Dome was built in 1924 and served as the White Star Gulf Oil Station.

I Change is growth and it can be painful 
and messy, but, when embraced, it brings 

possibility, progress, and promise.
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he Blue Dome District 
is named for its historic 
Blue Dome Building, 
which was built in 1924 

as a Gulf Oil gas station. It is a 
must-see for visitors following the 
historic and famous original Route 
66 trail.

So, what’s new for “the Blue” in 
2018? We see a large and continued 
expansion in its heart. Two city 
blocks, to be called Santa Fe 
Square, bordered by Greenwood 
and Elgin avenues and First and 
Second streets, is scheduled to 
break ground on 600,000 square 
feet of new construction consisting 
of retail space, office space, and 291 
more living units in 2018. A highlight 
of this project started to rise from 
the earth in 2017. The 105-room 
Hotel Indigo (a national boutique 
brand) is set to open in 2018. Each 
new component of this master plan 
will be added bit-by-important-bit.

The Tulsa Performing Arts Center 
(PAC), located on the edge of 
the district, continues to provide 
tremendous opportunities and 
impact to downtown and the Tulsa 
region. And we now see important 
internal changes already underway 
that promise to keep us competitive 
with sister arts centers in our region. 

With hundreds of performances 
each year, the economic impact of 
the arts to the city is high. The true 
impact of arts and culture was just 
announced in 2017 via a national 
study in which Tulsa took part, 
showing that arts and cultural are 
real generators of income to our 
community and the numbers back it. 
(Visit: artsimpacttulsa.org)

The PAC Trust also has taken a large 
step toward downtown growth by 
voting for the sale of part of their 
lot. Just east of the PAC will be a 
mixed-use development featuring a 
multi-story parking garage with 600 
spaces (currently 295 spaces are 
open for the public on the surface 
lot) to facilitate a proposed high-
end apartment complex reaching 
12 stories high. Perhaps the most 
exciting component is a high-end, 
urban grocery store that will serve 
not only the many new residents 
downtown, but also those who 
wish to pick up a few things before 
the drive home. If all promised 
elements fall into place, we could 
see groundbreaking in 2018. 

he Tulsa Arts District 
is one of the oldest 
sections of Tulsa. It is rich 
with cultural icons such 

as Cain’s Ballroom and the Brady 

Theater. The buildings in the area 
that are still standing are primarily 
red brick and were utilized as 
warehouses.

In the past 20 years, the area has 
morphed into an eclectic collection 
of entertainment, restaurants, 
offices, retail, living, and arts 
establishments.

The First Friday Art Crawl continues 
to be a popular event, with many 
galleries and museums participating 
by hosting open houses, special 
exhibits, or demonstrations. 
Visitors enjoy delicious meals in 
the surrounding restaurants or 
from food vendors at the Guthrie 
Green, which was considered a 
big change a few years ago. This 
hugely popular park is designed for 
live performance and community 
gatherings.

Construction was underway in 2017 
for Flats on Archer Street. This 62-
unit apartment complex is located 
in the heart of the district is set to 
open in late 2018.

The Archer Building exterior 
saw completion in 2017. This 
rehabilitated piece of history will 
house a number of businesses, artist 
studios, and apartments. Perhaps 
the most exciting thing to happen 
in 2018 is the groundbreaking of 
OKPOP!

A number of exciting annual events 
call the Tulsa Arts District home. 
Among a long list are Glow on the 
Green, Tulsa Tough bicycle race, and 
Hop Jam.   

T

T
With hundreds of performances each year, 
the economic impact of the arts to the 
city is high.

BLUE DOME DISTRICT 1

TULSA ARTS DISTRICT 2
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owntown Tulsa is home 
to many beautiful 
and historic churches, 
cathedrals, and 

chapels, some of which are on 
the National Registry of Historic 
Landmarks. Thousands of Tulsans 
visit downtown weekly for services 
and programs as the churches 
continue to accommodate growth 
by expanding their presence. 

ampton Inn & Suites 
opened doors in 2017, 
just south of One Place, 
and has 125 rooms to 

welcome guests. Another hotel, 
joining a growing list in the district, 
is The Hilton Garden Inn, a mixed-
use space set to break ground in 
2018. Also joining the beautifully 
reinvented, state-of- the-art 
Tulsa City-County Library is the 
completed renovation of the historic 
YMCA, located on the corner of 
Sixth Street and Denver Avenue, 
the Y Lofts, in which 79 lofts show 
off unique architectural accents 
that can only be found here. Just 
north of that is the Residence Inn & 
Suites, featuring 110 rooms, which 
opened in 2017.

The BOK Center, recently named 
“Arena of the Year,” has continually 
received high-ranking numbers in 
the United States and overseas. 

The building’s manager, SMG, has 
received numerous nominations and 
awards for its work on behalf of our 
city, keeping Tulsa in the national 
spotlight. Every season at the BOK 
promises a phenomenal experience 
for Tulsa with many international 
celebrities appearing for the first 
time in Oklahoma. 

he Deco District also 
has had high demand for 
more residential units. 
To meet that demand, 

renovation of the former Enterprise 
Building, now called Meridia, opened 
its doors in 2017 along with The 
Palace Building, adding 58 units and 
retail on the ground floor. Tulsa’s 
historic and stunning Adam’s hotel 

began renovation in late 2017 and 
will transform into apartments that 
boasts 50 units by the end of 2018.

Adding to our list of hotels is a new 
undertaking, the Tulsa Club, started 
in 2017. The historic building is set 
to be transformed into a boutique 
hotel, Curio by Hilton, featuring 98 
rooms plus a restaurant and retail 
space.

In addition to new retail businesses, 
hotels, and living choices, both 
visitors and native Tulsans enjoy 
the annual festivals within this area, 
including Mayfest, the Christmas 
Parade, and the ever-popular 
Luchadores, presented by Elote 
Cafe.
It should always be noted that Tulsa 
has some of the greatest examples 
of Art Deco architecture in the 
nation. These cultural treasures 

Tulsa Union Depot was completed in 1931. The Depot was rehabilitated in 2007 to 
become the home of the Oklahoma Jazz Hall of Fame.H

T

D
CATHEDRAL DISTRICT 3

ARENA DISTRICT 4

DECO DISTRICT 5
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bring people from all over to marvel 
at what we may take for granted. 
We owe much to our forefathers 
and mothers for being so forward-
thinking in their design and style.

he East Village, 
centered at Third 
Street and Kenosha 
Avenue, a long-time 

area of redevelopment efforts, has 
emerged with a variety of new 
opportunities, including residential 
and commercial, as well as dining 
and entertainment experiences.

Like many other districts, the East 
Village is experiencing a boom in 
residential living, retail, and office 
options. The Boxyard became a 
very popular reality in 2017 with 
unique shops and aesthetics. The 
Hartford building began a visible 
transformation in 2017. While not all 

details are in, we should see mixed-
use with apartments, restaurants 
and office space. These join a long 
list of recent developments in the 
area. 

ubbed America’s “Black 
Wall Street” by Booker 
T. Washington, the 
35-block Greenwood 

District surrounded the corner of 
Greenwood Avenue and Archer 
Street, and it became a prosperous 
center for commerce in the early 
1900s. It also was a hotbed for jazz 
and blues, and it was the site where 
Count Basie first encountered big 
band jazz. When the tragic and 

devastating Tulsa Race Riot of 1921 
destroyed much of the district, the 
community rebuilt from the ashes. 
Today, the Greenwood Historical 
District showcases its heritage 
through the Greenwood Cultural 
Center, the Mabel B. Little Heritage 
House, and the John Hope Franklin 
Reconciliation Park.

ONEOK Field, home to the Tulsa 
Drillers baseball team, is in the 
Greenwood District and attracts 
visitors from all areas of the region. 

Greenwood also saw the historic 
Gates Hardware building re-
purposed and now housing a 
brewpub and the offices of KSQ 
Architects. About one block south 
of this, plans are underway by Ross 
Group for a five-story, mixed-use 
(retail/office space) development 
that could break ground by 2018. 
Another exciting addition is that 
of a Holiday Inn Express (bordering 
Tulsa Arts and Greenwood districts 
on Archer Street) that is expected 
to break ground in 2018 and will 
feature 110 rooms.

Land also was cleared for a 200-unit 
apartment development, The View, 
located on the southeast corner of 
Archer Street and Elgin Avenue. It is 
set for a 2018 groundbreaking.

Add to all this 150 new pedestrian 
lighting and sidewalk rehabilitation, 

D

T

It should always be noted that Tulsa has 
some of the greatest examples of Art Deco 

architecture in the nation.

EAST VILLAGE 6

GREENWOOD DISTRICT 7
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and an addition of 100 new trees 
that will bring the total of trees 
planted in a 1.4-square-mile area to 
400 by 2018. 

f a downtown area is 
considered the heart of 
a city, then the arteries 
that feed it live in a 

symbiotic relationship. One could 
easily say that Brookside, Cherry 

Street, The Pearl District, SOBO, 
North Greenwood, and Whittier 
have very cool vibes representing an 
eclectic mix of everything from Boho 
to Rodeo Drive with each having a 
unique soul of its very own. They, 
too, are seeing their fair share of 
revitalization and new construction.

Brookside, or “The Place to Be,” 
has seen a major facelift in the 
last few years with facades that 
seem to blend seamlessly together 
creating a sense of sophistication 
while shopping, dining, or visiting. 
The most anticipated of its latest 

additions is Trader Joe’s, which 
opened in 2017.

Cherry Street is another staple 
for those who frequent or live in 
Midtown Tulsa. It, too, has seen 
new construction in 2017 while 
enhancing its timeless charm. Great 
food, markets, antique shops, and 
well-planned renovations and new 
construction sum up this perfect 
place to stroll the day away.

The Pearl District has seen a true 
polishing. Its bohemian feel is a 
huge attraction and renovation 
of existing buildings seems to be 
the key. With the addition of new 
businesses and rehabbing of historic 
buildings, the highlight of 2018 
may be the start of construction of 
Church Studio. Keep an eye on this 
area. More change is coming.

South Boston (AKA SOBO) is taking 
on some in-fill and doing it right. We 
see some amazing transformations 
starting in this area; perhaps the 
best-known is that of the new 
Double Shot Coffee House breaking 
ground in 2018.

As the Greenwood District stretches 
north, we hit the Oklahoma State 
University (OSU) Tulsa Campus and 
amazing beautification of land and 
streets. We can’t wait to see how 
this campus grows.

The Kendall Whittier District 
has taken on a new energy. That 
energy may have started with 
the resurrecting of another Tulsa 
treasure, Circle Cinema, or a Tulsa 
favorite, Ziegler Art and Frame. The 
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Keep an eye on this area. More change 
is coming.

BEYOND THE LOOP!
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Cinema theatre is highly popular to 
say the least. The latest addition is 
TPC Studios with a total renovation 
of Swinney Hardware located on 
South Lewis Avenue. This district 
is now home to new art studios, 
coffee shops like Fair Fellow Coffee, 
and growing businesses. It’s worth 
the short trip to see how creative 

Tulsans can restore life and passion 
into a neighborhood.

Each of these branches of the 
downtown experience continues 
to evolve and enhance unique 
experiences.

Today, Tulsa continues following 
the steps of those great visionaries 
who made downtown a true 
destination to be visited. It is our 
job, our challenge to continue that 
dream of making downtown Tulsa 
a destination, a place to live, work, 
and be entertained.

BY CHAD OLIVERSON   |    ARTS ALLIANCE TULSA
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LOSS OF MORE THAN 161
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